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the King took from him the great seal and gave it to Sir Orlando Bridgman as Lord Keeper. Some months after my Lord Clarendon, fearing the pursuit of his adversaries in and out of Parliament, thought fit to retire secretly into France, where he died some years after. The greatest enemy that this earl had in the House of Lords was the Duke of Buckingham; and Sir Thomas Osborne, since Earl of Danby, in the House of Commons; which was the first step to Sir Thomas's future rise, by the help of the Duke of Buckingham, who was now perfectly restored to the King's favour and acted as principal Minister of State. The King consulted him chiefly in all matters of moment; the foreign ministers applied themselves to him, before they were admitted to have audience of the King; but he was so unfit for this character, by reason of his giving himself up to his pleasures, that (turning the night into day and the day into night) he neglected both his attendance upon the King, the receiving of ministers, and other persons that waited to speak to him, and indeed all sort of business, so that he lasted not long.
The lieutenancy being now in the Duke's hands and taken from my Lord Burlington, I was one of those in the West Hiding with many more that his grace was angry with. My Lord Burlington, speaking to the King of this, and of the services I did him in that country, the King spoke more kindly of me than I deserved, and said he would make peace between us ; but whether his Majesty attempted or not I never enquired, or applied myself to his grace. For having gained his displeasure for nothing but the preferring the King's service to his friendship, I was not sorry that he frowned upon me for doing my duty. And this the King understood very well.
October 20. I went to London to pass my account of Sheriff in the Exchequer; and it having proved no beneficial year, I begged two hundred pounds of fines and